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Consumer Price Index Levels to be Published to Three Decimal Places 
 

Effective with the release of the January 2007 Consumer Price Index (CPI), the Bureau of Labor Statistics will 
display CPI index values to three decimal places.  See full note at end of release.   
 

Consumer Price Index for Food and Energy 
Boston-Brockton-Nashua, MA-NH-ME-CT   

August 2006 
 

 Energy costs in the Boston metropolitan area increased 0.5 percent over the month in August 
2006, according to the U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics.  The August increase 
was mainly due to higher gasoline prices.  Regional Commissioner Denis M. McSweeney noted that 
consumers in the Boston area faced energy prices in August 2006 that were 21.1 percent higher than 
the year before.  During the first half of 2006, over-the-year increases in energy prices averaged 26.0 
percent.   
 

The price of a gallon of gasoline in Boston rose over the month to $3.149 in August.  The 
average price per gallon in Boston was higher than the national average in August, which stood at 
$3.033.  Over the year, gasoline prices in Boston were up 26.5 percent.  Gasoline prices in Boston 
have on average increased by 26.4 percent over the year during the first half of 2006.    

 
 The prices of the other energy categories in Boston were essentially unchanged over the month.  

Utility (piped) gas service edged up 0.1 percent, following the same magnitude decrease in July.  
Prices remained high over the year increasing by 10.4 percent.  The average over-the-year increase in 
prices for utility (piped) gas service in Boston was 19.7 percent during the first half of 2006.  
Electricity prices were flat over the month in Boston following a 3.9 percent decline in July.  
Electricity prices also remained high over the year, rising by 21.0 percent.  The average over-the-year 
increase during the first half of 2006 in prices for electricity was 30.5 percent.  In August, the Boston 
energy index on the 1982-84 base was 221.4, meaning that Boston area consumers would have to 
spend $22.14 for selected energy items that cost $10.00 in 1982-84. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
This information will be made available to sensory impaired individuals upon request.  Voice phone: (617) 565-2072,    TDD       
(Telecommunications Device for the Deaf) Message Referral Phone: 1 800-326-2577. 



 
The cost of grocery food, as measured by the food at home index, decreased 1.2 percent over 

the month. The decrease was broadly based among several categories within the food at home index.  
Overall, grocery prices were 2.1 percent higher than they were last August.   
 
NOTE:  Local area CPI indexes are the by-products of the national CPI program.  Since each local area 
index is a small subset of the national index, it has a smaller sample size and is therefore subject to 
substantially more sampling and other measurement error than that for the national index.  In addition, 
local indexes are not adjusted for seasonal factors.  As a result, local area indexes show greater 
volatility compared with the national index, although their long-term trends are quite similar.  
Additional information is available from the BLS Internet Web site at www.bls.gov/cpi or by calling 
the Boston Economic Analysis and Information office at 617-565-2327. 
 

Consumer Price Index Levels to be Published to Three Decimal Places 
 

 Effective with the release of the January 2007 Consumer Price Index (CPI), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics will display CPI index values to three decimal places in all paper and electronic publications.  This 
change will apply to the All Items Consumer Price Index and all component indexes for the CPI-U, CPI-W, and 
C-CPI-U, for the U.S. City Average and for all other published areas.  In addition, percent changes will be 
computed based upon the three decimal place indexes rather than the current one decimal place indexes.  Percent 
changes will continue to be rounded to 1 decimal place.   
 
 This change in procedure addresses a rounding issue that has resulted in published percent changes that 
are 0.1 percentage point higher or lower than the same percent changes based on unrounded index values (i.e. 
indexes to three or more decimal places).  These differences can be particularly important when percent changes 
are very small.  Publishing the index values to three decimal places, and using these values to compute percent 
changes, will essentially eliminate the rounding differences.  This change will only effect the presentation of the 
index data.  The index values will continue to be calculated from underlying price data in the same manner as in 
the past, and no systemic upward or downward effect on the data will be introduced.  The levels of future 
indexes will be affected only in that they will be published to three decimal places rather than one.  Official CPI 
data previously published will not be revised.   
 
 For more information contact Patrick Jackman or Ken Stewart by telephone at (202) 691-6952 and 
(202) 691-6966, respectively, or by electronic mail at Jackman.Patrick@bls.gov or Stewart.Ken@bls.gov.    
 
 

Free email subscription service!  To receive the most recent monthly Consumer Price Indexes for the U.S. and Northeast, 
and bimonthly indexes for the Boston-Brockton-Nashua, MA-NH-ME-CT metropolitan area, please subscribe at 
http://www.bls.gov/bls/list.htm and select the notification titled New England CPI Summary (Boston).  Boston Consumer 
Price Index for September will be released on Wednesday, October 18, 2006 at 8:30 AM. 

 



Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U): Indexes and percent changes for selected periods

Boston-Brockton-Nashua, MA-NH-ME-CT  (1982-84=100 unless otherwise noted)

Item and Group

Indexes Percent change from—

June
2006

July
2006

Aug.
2006

Aug.
2005

June
2006

July
2006

Expenditure category

All items ...................................................................................... - 225.1 - - - - 
All items (1967=100) .................................................................. - 654.2 - - - - 

Food and beverages ................................................................ - 207.2 - - - - 
Food ....................................................................................... - 207.8 - - - - 
Food at home ....................................................................... 203.0 203.3 200.9 2.1 -1.0 -1.2 
Food away from home .......................................................... - 216.7 - - - - 

Alcoholic beverages ............................................................... - 203.7 - - - - 

Housing .................................................................................... - 230.9 - - - - 
Shelter .................................................................................... 266.6 269.9 271.1 2.4 1.7 .4 
Rent of primary residence 1 ................................................. 259.9 261.3 262.5 1.4 1.0 .5 
Owners’ equivalent rent of primary residence 1 2 ................ 280.9 281.6 282.6 3.3 .6 .4 

Fuels and utilities .................................................................... - 220.8 - - - - 
Fuels ..................................................................................... 197.2 193.9 193.8 17.2 -1.7 -.1 
Gas (piped) and electricity 1 ............................................... 210.3 204.4 204.4 19.0 -2.8 .0 
Electricity 1 ....................................................................... 211.7 203.5 203.5 21.0 -3.9 .0 
Utility (piped) gas service 1 .............................................. 192.6 192.5 192.6 10.4 .0 .1 

Household furnishings and operations ................................... - 127.6 - - - - 

Apparel ..................................................................................... - 124.3 - - - - 

Transportation .......................................................................... - 182.6 - - - - 
Private transportation ............................................................. - 182.3 - - - - 
Motor fuel ............................................................................. 253.0 258.2 260.8 26.5 3.1 1.0 
Gasoline (all types) ............................................................. 249.7 254.7 257.4 26.5 3.1 1.1 
Gasoline, unleaded regular 3 ........................................... 249.1 254.0 256.4 26.7 2.9 .9 
Gasoline, unleaded midgrade 3 4 ..................................... 247.6 253.8 256.2 26.0 3.5 .9 
Gasoline, unleaded premium 3 ......................................... 245.4 249.7 253.7 26.2 3.4 1.6 

Medical care ............................................................................. - 457.8 - - - - 

Recreation 5 ............................................................................. - 116.0 - - - - 

Education and communication 5 .............................................. - 120.5 - - - - 

Other goods and services ........................................................ - 340.2 - - - - 

Commodity and service group

All items ...................................................................................... - 225.1 - - - - 
Commodities ............................................................................ - 171.7 - - - - 
Commodities less food and beverages .................................. - 151.9 - - - - 
Nondurables less food and beverages ................................. - 188.8 - - - - 
Durables ............................................................................... - 115.4 - - - - 

Services .................................................................................... - 273.0 - - - - 

Special aggregate indexes

All items less medical care ......................................................... - 215.2 - - - - 
All items less shelter ................................................................... - 209.3 - - - - 
Commodities less food ............................................................... - 154.0 - - - - 
Nondurables ............................................................................... - 196.8 - - - - 
Nondurables less food ................................................................ - 188.6 - - - - 
Services less rent of shelter 2 ................................................... - 287.9 - - - - 
Services less medical care services ........................................... - 258.3 - - - - 
Energy ........................................................................................ 220.3 220.4 221.4 21.1 .5 .5 
All items less energy .................................................................. - 228.7 - - - - 
All items less food and energy ................................................. - 233.5 - - - - 

1 This index series was calculated using a Laspeyres estimator.  All other item stratum index series were calculated using a geometric means
estimator.

2 Index is on a November 1982=100 base.
3 Special index based on a substantially smaller sample.
4 Indexes on a December 1993=100 base.
5 Indexes on a December 1997=100 base.
- Data not available.

Regions defined as the four Census regions.  See map in technical notes.
NOTE: Index applies to a month as a whole, not to any specific date.




